A Story to Tell Draft

They invited the MIMS Institute Fellows, Inc. to administer the No Boundaries Scholarship Program.  

Safiya Miller graduated from the International Baccalaureate Program at St. Petersburg High in May 2005.  She went on to earn an undergraduate degree in Psychology from Harvard College, Class of 2009.  Her brother, Daren, followed her at St. Petersburg High, graduating from the International Baccalaureate Program in 2008.  He earned his undergraduate degree in Public Policy from Duke University, Class of 2012.

While in high school and college, these two were among the many students from urban ZIP codes who shared their time in fellowship with Jason Mims, founder and president of the MIMS Institute Fellows, Inc.  Safiya and Daren are from ZIP code 33705, the area with the highest number of juvenile referrals in Pinellas County, Florida.  Their journeys through rigorous academic programs in high school and their success at America’s Best Colleges serve as reminders of the “gold” that is present in our urban communities.

They know that there are others in urban communities on paths that could lead them to participate in the exceptional postsecondary opportunities available at Top Tier Universities.  As part of their “give back,” they determined that they would establish a scholarship for high school seniors with a 3.5 or better grade-point average who will be attending out-of-state Top Tier Universities.  

The MIMS Institute Fellows, Inc. eagerly takes the seeds they planted to nurture the No Boundaries Scholarship Program into a robust scholarship program that supports minority and low-income students in urban and rural communities.  

Since the beginning of the 21st century, Jason Mims has pursued a passion for Motivating Individual Minority Students to prepare for and apply to America’s top national universities.  In 2002, he shared “An Optimistic Observation” with 159 of the 199 black male freshmen taking English Honors I in Hillsborough County (Tampa, FL) Public Schools.  Community recognition of this undertaking included Mims receiving awards from the Hillsborough Education Foundation (2002 Champion of Public Education) and from the Board of County Commissioners (2002 Favorite Sons and Daughters of Hillsborough County).  

His Academic Excellence Fellowships with urban students led to the decade-long implementation of an award-winning strategy for serving urban youth with strong reading and/or math skills.  The “Gather-Share-Connect-Build” strategy consists of:
· Gathering Information from primary and reliable secondary sources;
· Sharing Information with students in the best position to benefit from the information;
· Connecting Students and Parents to local and national resources that fuel Enthusiasm for Learning; and
· Building the community’s capacity to do the same.

The No Boundaries Scholarship Program answers a significant question that an Emerging Leader might ask:

“What community-based financial and cheerleading support helped me reach my academic and leadership potential?”
