
A Simple AP Expedition

Document National Demand for an 
AP African American Studies Class



Expedition Messenger

of  life. 
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The Issue

Provide sufficient evidence of a national 
demand for the College Board to develop and 
make a nationally recognized college-level 
curriculum focused on the history, culture, 
traditions, opportunities, and challenges of 
blacks in America available to high school 
students.
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Key Assumptions

• AP Classes are tools students use to develop 
critical thinking skills

• Students in AP classes study a variety of 
disciplines through the 30 existing AP class 
options

• Some concepts covered in AP classes reflect 
“Knowledge passed from generation to 
generation” 
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Key Observations

• An AP African American Studies class has not 
been an option available to students during 
the thirty years of the US Space Shuttle 
Program

• Generations of high-achieving students have 
entered college without critical thinking skills 
developed in part through a focused study of 
African Americans
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Opportunity

Provide high-achieving students in the post-
Space Shuttle Era the opportunity to develop 
critical thinking skills about African Americans 
through an AP African American Studies class

I admire those odd people who don't accept the world as we have it but think we can change it.

From Charlie Tweedle's Words of Wisdom
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Expedition Concept

• Travel to at least eight of these states

– New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts

– Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California

– Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, Florida

– Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin

• Conduct Fellowships to document national 
demand

• Present documentation to media and the College 
Board NLT November 15, 2011

7
The MIMS Institute promotes Academic 

Excellence in Urban ZIP Codes



Expedition Fellowships

• Fellowship with College Board Leadership
• Fellowships with College and Admissions Officials
• Fellowships with elected officials and community 

leaders
• Fellowships with parents of pre-high school and high 

school students
• Fellowships with high school and college students
• Fellowships with school district leaders, administrators, 

faculty, and other education professionals
• Fellowships with taxpayers who support public 

education
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Fellowship Outline

• Background Leading to Expedition
• Value of AP Classes
• Current AP Class Options
• Message Transmitted by Adding AP African 

American Studies
• Individual/Organization position related to adding 

AP African American Studies
• Action Taken to Demonstrate Demand for class
• Expected Impact on Institution created by having 

students who take AP African American Studies

9
The MIMS Institute promotes Academic 

Excellence in Urban ZIP Codes



Expedition Timeline

• August 2011

– College Board, NYU, West Point, UConn, Brown

– U of Houston, Rice, U of Texas

• September 2011

– U of Notre Dame, U of Chicago, U of Wisconsin

– OSU, U of Indiana, U of Illinois

• October 2011

– ASU, USC, UCLA, Stanford, USF, FAMU, UCF
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Key Expedition Expenses

• Air Travel 

• Ground Transportation

• Lodging

• Per Diem

• Communications and Marketing 

• Fellowship Coordination and Presentation

• Documentation Support
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Potential Expedition Sponsors
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• Visit our support link to PayPal

• Consider supporting a non- 501 (c) 3 initiative

– Your support may lead to 501 (c) 3 support

– Your support empowers individuals “to make a 
difference, even if only at the margins”

– Include your logo/name in future documents

• Call 813-787-0392 about “in-kind” support 
opportunities


